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Dear Examiner Webb, 

Following is a summary of the issues for our upcoming meeting on April 8, 2003 at 3:00 PM.. 

The subject patent application deals with a pre-treatment liquid used to treat an anodized aluminum 
plate that interacts immediately, both chemically and physically, with the CTP liquid to form a 
stable image with no clustering phenomenon. In this way, the image quality on the plate and the 
speed of plate preparation can be improved. 

The pre-treatment liquid comprises an ion donor and a polymer swelling reagent and/or a 
coalescence reagent The liquid can be provided as an aqueous and/or alcoholic solution or an oil in 
water emulsion (where the oil is a non-miscible swelling reagent). The swelling reagent and/or 
coalescence reagent as well as the ion donor are physically well localized in the porous structure of 
the plate's surface. The ion donor may be present as either an inorganic acid or a polyvalent 
metallic salt. The polyvalent metallic ions include anions and cations. The swelling and/or 
coalescence reagent enables the creation of a stable dot shape with good film properties and with 
very good adhesion to the anodized aluminum surface. These good film properties promote the 
mechanical stability of the dot and consequently of the image. 

The ion donor may be present as either an inorganic acid or a polyvalent metallic salt. The 
polyvalent metallic ions include anions and cations. A metallic salt comprised of the metallic ions 
Zn* 2 or Ca +2 provides especially favorable results in terms of image mechanical stability. 
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Preferable polyvalent metal salt anions are chloride or acetate for optimal thermal stability. The pH 
of this acidic pre-treatment solution can vary between 1 -4. 

The swelling and/or coalescence reagent enables the creation of a stable dot shape with good film 
properties and with very good adhesion to the anodized aluminum surface. These good film 
properties promote the mechanical stability of the dot and consequently of the image. 

It is important to note that what is claimed are functions (i.e. ion donor, swelling and/or coalescence 
reagent), and not specific chemicals. Certain chemicals, such as, for example, inorganic acids (see 
the affidavit previously submitted for further detail), may be capable of acting in more than one 
capacity and therefore may be found in other literature as well as in our own application while not 
performing the same function. 

Though the chemicals contained in other preparations may be similar to those in the present 
invention, they do not perform the functions recited in the claim. 



Thank you for your time in this matter. 
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